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a position of authority or trust.38 Still other theorists go as far as to claim that there is 
no reason at all to distinguish white-collar crimes from traditional crimes.39 Interestingly, 
some recent recommendations have been to go back to using Sutherland’s original 
criteria,40 an idea that appears to be gaining support.41

Despite such pointed criticisms and ongoing disagreements among criminologists about 
a clear definition of white-collar crime, a short list of the general categories of various 
white-collar offenses includes (1) fraud, (2) labor violations, (3) manufacturing viola-
tions, (4) unfair business practices, (5) abuse of authority, and (6) regulatory or admin-
istrative violations.42 Each of these categories contains many specific forms of crime;  
in this chapter, examples will be provided for each general type and variations will be 
discussed.

Examples of fraud include tax evasion and false advertising. Labor violations, discussed 
in detail later, include different forms of harassment and dangerous working conditions 
that can cause injuries and death. Manufacturing violations include the production 
and distribution of unsafe consumer products as well as environmental violations (e.g., 
toxic-waste dumping). The category of unethical business practices has likely gotten 
the most attention in the media recently due to the prosecution and/or conviction of 
many high-ranking business executives in the United States. Examples of unfair business 
practices include insider trading, bid rigging, antitrust violations, and illegal mergers. 
Perhaps one of the better-known categories for criminal justice practitioners is abuse of 
authority, which can take many forms, including bribery, extortion, brutality, kickbacks, 
and so forth. Finally, a host of rules and codes established by federal, state, and local 
agencies govern the functioning of businesses and other organizations; offenses against 
these codes are considered regulatory/administrative violations and include copyright, 
trademark, and patent infringements. There are literally thousands of other examples for 
these categories, but we have tried to provide 
some of the more common forms for each gen-
eral grouping of white-collar offenses.

Incidence and Impact 
of White-Collar Crime 
on Society

After his presidential address to the ASA, 
Sutherland published a key study regard-
ing corporate crime and violations by most 
of the largest companies in the United States 
at that time (the 1940s).43 In this seminal 
study, Sutherland examined the decisions of 
courts and regulatory commissions against the  
70 largest mercantile and industrial corpora-
tions in the nation. Considering that the study 
was done in the 1940s, the findings are quite 
startling. Sutherland found that a total of  
547 adverse decisions had been made against 
these 70 companies, with an average of almost 
eight decisions per corporation. Even more sur-
prising was the prevalence of the substantiated 
rule violations; specifically, every single one of 
the corporations that Sutherland included in 

1. According to the text, which theorist is largely credited for
coining the term white-collar crime in the late 1930s in his
presidential address to the American Sociological Society?

a. Hirschi

b. Sutherland

c. Lombroso

d. Matza

e. Agnew

2. According to the text, there were numerous studies of
corporate crime prior to the above theorist’s presidential
address in the 1930s. True or false?

3. According to the text, “white-collar/corporate crime” has a
clear definition. True or false?

Answers located at www.edge.sagepub.com/schram2e

LEARNING CHECK 14.1


